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CRITICISM AT THE FRONT,

CORNESPONDENT POINTN orr THE
BRITISH MISTAKES,

Reverses Due, He Says, to the Genernls,
Not the Men~Whale Conduet of Operns
tons L winbly Feeble
of the Defeated Troops A Christimng
Day Celebration in Buller's Camp Last
Letters of  Correspondent Nteevens,

Loxnon, Fob, 3, ~Week after woek goes Ly
and the only appreciable changein tho British
military situntion in South Africa seoms to bo
pt=adilv for the worse Comparatively long

Intarvals of anxions silense are broken by '.h"

fuaue of mongre offieial despatehes at thoe War

OMee. These dospatehos speak of =it Iy Ime

possible to any describe -operations in sueh a

fashion that Instead of relleving anxicty, they

tnerease (t, inatead of elearing up donbts, they
ereate worse confusion: they puzzle, irritits
and alarm, and the susplelon grows that, in
spite of the contradietion, they are mutilated,
kept back, and  fooliehly “odite " by the
War Ofee authorities.  The typleal oMeial des
spateh, as glven to the publie, tiulks comewhat
vaguely of some netion the exact loculity of
which i8 inadequately indicated: it pralses the |
gallantry of the troops and expntiates upon |
thelr splendid morale; it deseribos, or rather
announess, the taking of an almost impregnas !
ble position, and estimates the lossas of the |

enemy as exceedingly heavy. The coneluding I

passage broathes a splrit of confidence In the

future, but befors that comons one has t yrend
the short sentences which start with "I regret
to state.” The causes for regret run on lines |
of excoeding monotony: the information, bes f
liaved to be trustworthy, turned out to be |
wrong, the list of casualties is heavy, the Hoers
wara fnvisible and thefr guns of superior
range, the position was abandoned and the re-
tirament was carried out in porfect order,

Later on the corresponden s aro allowed to

sond their deapatches,  Hot o few pletaresgqus
details, a rather more aceura's deseription of
the topography of the spot, and some more
precisa Information of Wwhiat troops were ens
gaged, are about all tha points the censor pars
mits what Bennot Burlelgh calls “the poor
correapondents’ to send

“Some day.” writes Burleigh, “our proper

sphere—our just right to communicate with
the public at home-will he weenptod and
recognizal. Time and justice are with us,
Meanwhilo the military, with that disposition
charaeteristic of our frufl humanity, wish to
be the authors and chronfelers of their own
fame and write their own despatehes— w hile
the public burns for the truth.”

A correspondent writes from Cape Colony to
tho Daily News, and his lottor s evidently that
of a man who has becn on the spot, and exam-
{nes tho reasons for all this failure, He de-
elares that the British infantry, cavalry, artil
Nery, mounted infantry and the Naval Drigade
are all as good as ever they wora, parhaps even
better. The fault does not lie with them, Nor
will he admit the superiority of the Doer as a
fighting man. He says:

“Of eourse, they have proved more numerous
than was anticipated, Thelr guns, too, ars
much more powerful than we had any idea of,
but in the general character of the flghting
they have proved less formidable than wo exs
peeted.  Their shooting, good as it sHil Is, {3
not 0 good as wa expected, and, despite of it
and thelr really flue artillory, wo have repeats
edly earried all but impregnable positions by
sheer hard Nehting.”

The real reason he inds to bo the Commands
er-in-Chief and tha Generals, “The whole con-
durt of operations,” he sava, "hava been la-
mentably feabla,” In addition to the universal
complaint that the Drltish troops were split up
till they were really strong nowhere, and at
many points really weak, he complains of the
shilly-shallying

“Weo made pretenco to hold various points of
such importance as railway junetions; one day
we would, one day we wouldn't, Naauwpoort
freelf wns at ono moment actually abandoned;
fortunately it never fell intothe enemy's handa
but that was good luek,

“Rut, apart from that, tha dislocation of
things is so great that, not only is there no
endparation between the varions hrigades,
but for three or four days after an Important
battlo the general result of it will ba unknown
to the commander even of the brigade operat-
Ing geographically nearest toit, Tha result of
the operations at Colenso wera not known at
Modder River for sixty hours after the lghting
was over, Not known to the English, that (s,
but known to the Doers long befora,

“Then, in detall, our leadership has so sig-
nally failed, At Gras Pan, for instance, if time
had been given, a sufliciontly strong and fresh
foree of eavalry could have been got up—thirty
hours wou!d have done it—to cut off the eno-
my's retreat: another regiment of ecavalry and
snother battery, and we might have netted the
entira (ommando defending Gras Pan, or
alternatively they might have ecleared and
saved us the battle,

“At Magersfontein twenty-four hours® delay
would have given us the balloon and a pre-
liminary examination of the Boer position, and
have saved us the Highland Brigade., At Storm-
berg the rules which guilde a subaltern ‘play-
{ng soldiers’ at Aldershot may be set aside by
a general who has an empire for a stake, The
route at the last moment {s aitered (ineidently,
the alteration upset well-lald plans which not
only promised success, but from what really
happened seem as though they would have
commanded it); the precaution of placing an
officer at the point of divergence, necessary at
Aldershot In dayiight, may be dispensed with
in the presence of a real enemy, and at night,
What wonder that the new plan miscarried,
and we met an {gnominfoua repulsal

“It might havpen, too, that it a Gienoral
could be found or made who could realize that
horses can't go on for weeks at a time under
the raddle for thirty hours at a streteh, and
with very short intervals of rest when they ut
length come off; that mules won't work all day
unless carefully fad and waterad whenever any
fair chance of doing 8o, even at some slight
risk, offers ; that even men are better flghters
if they are giver. = chanee every eight hours or
80 of having some food; and thut, under an
African sun, with pretty rugged ground to

Good Spirite ! {

| wero

|
; will yorr come here, at onee? B COMPANY!

cover, long marching and heavy fighting, full

‘The Effects of Lyddite.! The splirit of fraters
nity with which the flgures on the carriage
troated cach other after all secured the fulflle
ment of the oMeer’s conditions,

“All that day and the next the camp had the
appearnnce and the spirit of o falr, Men wera
throwing stones at bottles hung In rows for
prizes: running foot-races In thelr stocking-

wity wrestling on horseback  stripped to
the wai<t: cock-fighting; teams of soldiers

| were pulling tugs-of-war with saflors, and

Lelng boaten by them ; sallors were mounted
precariously  on  horses and mules and
pleasel at finding thomselvos
on something four-footed that they rode
tholr  animals  without  relaxation  all
duy, and In tho races cheorfully and invarlably
enmo [n lnst; oMeers scampered across & rocks
gtrown anl breakneek country in point-to-
points: there wers  trotting races, In which
averybody eantered and the judge tore his
hafr, The air was flled with the flerce and

&0

| peremptory shouts of tha offcers who wers

managing the soldiers' playtime—'B company
to pull now! BB company here! B company,

‘Please, sir, we've pulled three times running.’
‘Wall,you'll have to pul! again it youwant to win;

Pandatthis point B Company obedlently lays

hold of the ropes.  All the time the sun blazed
on us and the thick floating atmosphere of
dust ganded our clothes and hair, gritted our
teoth and choked our throata, And, lastiy, In
the eveninga thera were concerts round bright
flres, and ncomio singer might have been
henrd banging out fmlitations of the ‘pom-
pom,' or Boer Maxim-Nordenfeldt gun, ona
piano brought from a looted farmhouse, *“What's
that? ho demanded when he had made the im-
ftation, and some of the men, to show that they
recognized the wonaerfully exact sound, slid
down and ducked their heads seats,

“Only a few days before Sir Redvers Buller
hal sutlered a reverse—Sir Redvers Buller, for
whom we had not admitted to ourselves the
pos<ibility of fatlure, And wo were now In full
sight of the hills where wa had been checked,
in lead within range of some of the guns
which had helped to send us back to our
camp: yet we wers not sad,  After what I
have sald you will sec« that the camp was
jovial, Can it really be trua that reverses
aro an jneentive to glorions retrievement?
Of econrse all the camp was very sorry for
the  wounded men—the dead, after all,
had appearcd to be happy enough—but then
this sorrow had lasted no longer or gone no
deeper than sorrows commonly do In war

timo, The fact ia the camp was in great
spirits, trlumphantly employing the new
stundard of emotions which war Imposes,

You in England, the papers make us under-
stand, were swallowed up at this time in the

| tinuation of Cave Redoubts.
| tleth wore on Lelcester Poat,
| came over them they merely laughed, Oue
; ring ahell burst, izzing inside a schanz, with a
| steamy, curly tali, and splinters that walled
| aquarter of a mile on to the road below us;

! be the best fighting men Iin the world,

| learning lessons every day from the Boer. Wo

|
|
} snugly concealod ; the other day fourteen men
| of the Manchoestors repulsed 200 Boers,

sublime cmotions of pity and fear: we, with an
unexpected reverse behind us, with the pros- |
peet (according to our belief) of the bloodlest |
battlo of the cnmpaign before us, wera just as
I have deseribed. A perfeet study, you may |
say, in frames of mind.” .

——— {

I'ven in Ladevsmith they geem to keep up ‘
their spiritsa though their chief complaint is |
the deadly monotony of lfe during a siege,
I'hiz week three letters written by poor Georga
Steavens, who dled there of fever, have ap-
peared in the Daily Mail, A poculiar intersst
is attuched to them in that they must be ale
most the last things he wrote. On Nov, 10
he writes:

“It must be sail that the Boers made war
Itk» gentlemen of lelsure ; they restricted their
Lours of work with trade unionlst punctuality,
Sunday was alwavs a holiday; o was the day
after any particularly busy shooting, They
seldom began befora breakfast: knocked off
regularly for meals—the the luncheon interval
was 11:30 to 12 for rifflemen, and, 12 to 12:30
for gunners—hardly ever fired after tea-time,
and never when it rained,

“I balleve that an enterprising enemy, of the
Boer strength—it may have been anything
from 10,000 to 20,000, and remember that thelr
mobhility made one man of them equal to at
least two of our reduced 11,000—could, it not
have taken Ladysmith, at least have put us to
groat loss and discomfort, But the Boars have
the great defect of all amateur soldiers: thay
love their ease and do not mean to be killed,
Now, without tofl and hazard they could not
take Ladysmith,

“To do them justicathey did not at first try to
do wanton damage in town, They fired almost
exclusively on tha batterfes, the camps, the
balloon and moving bodies of troopa,

“In a day or two the troops wera far too
snugly pr tected behind sachanzes and reverss
slopes, and grown far too cunning * exvose
themselves to much loss.

“The inhabitants wera mostly unuerground,
go that thera was nothing really to suffar ex-
copt casual passengers, bensta and empty
buildings. Few shells fell in town, and of the
fow many wera hall charged with coal dust,
and many nevar burst at all. The casualtiss
in Ladysmith during a fortnight were one
white elvillan, two natives, a horse, two mules,
o wagon, and about half a dozen houses. And
of the Inst only ona was actually wrecked; one
~of eoursa the most desirable habitation in
ILalysmith—recelved no less than three shells,
and ramained habitable and iohabited.”

Of the ighting on Nov., 9, when the Boars
made a general attack on the town, he says:

“They had safd—or it was among the million
things they wera sald to have said—that they
would be in Ladysmith on Nov, §,and I believe
they half believad thomselves, At any rate I

| appointed Instrument to scourge the Boers.
Sound, but perhaps a thought promature.
“November 13,~Lald throe sovoreigns to one
. with the Graphle yesterday aguinst to-day
being the most eventful of the slege. He
Jragged me out of bed in aching cold at four,
to seo the avents,
“At daybreak Observation Hill and King's
Post were being shelled and shelling baok,
| Half battallons of the First, Sixtieth, and Rifle
Brigade take day and day about on Observa-
tion Hill and King's Post, which is the con-
To-day the Bix-
When shells

tho men only raced to pick up the pleces,
“When this siege 14 over this force ought to
We aro

are gotting to know his gamo. and learning to
play it oursclves,

"Our infantry are already nearly as patient
and cunning as he; nothing but being shot at
will ever teach men the art of usiog cover, but
they get plenty of that nowadays.

“Another lesson is the use of very, very thin
firing lines of good shots, with the supports

The
gunners have momentarily thrown over thelr

| first  commandant and cheerfully split up
i batteries, They also lie beneath the schanzes

and let the enemy bombard the dumb guns if
he will=till the moment comes to fire; that
moment you need nover be afraid thatthe R,
A. will ba anywhere but with the guns,

“The onemy's shell and long-range rifle-Nire
dropped at half-past 0, The guns had breached
a new dpaulement on Thornhill's Kop—to the
left of Surprise Hill and a few hundred yards
nearer—and perhaps knocked over a Boer or
two—perhaps not. None of our people hurt,
and a good appetite for broakfast,

“In the afternoon one of our guns on Cmsar's
Camp smashed a pompom. Fidd!ing Jimmy
has been waved away, it seems. The Man-
chesters are  cosey behind the  beot-built
schanzes in the environs of Ladysmith. Above
the wall they have a double course of sandbags
—the lower placed endwise across the stone,
the upper lengthwise, which forms a series of
oopholes at the helght of a man's shoulder.

"“T'he subaltern in command sits on the highs
est rock fuside; the men sit and lie about him,
sleeping, smoking, reading, sewing, knitting,
It might almost be a Dorcas meeting.

“I won the bet,

“Nov. 14.—=The liveliest day's bombardment
yet,

“A party of offlcers who live in the main
streot were waiting for breakfast, The new
President, in the next room, wus just swearing
at the servants for being late, when a shell

i cams in at the foot of the outside wall, and

burst under the breakfast room. The whole
place was dust and thunder and the half acrid,
half fat, all sickly smell of melinite, Halfl the
floor was chips; one plank woas hurled up and
stuck In the ceiling. All the crovkery wus
smashed and the clock thrown down; the pie-
tures on the wall continuaed to survey the scena
through unbroken glasses,

“Much the same thing happened later in the
day tothe smoking-room of the Royal Hotel,
It also was inhabited the minute before, would
have been inbabited tho minute after, but just
then was quito empty, We had a cheerful
lunch, as there were guns returning froma
reconnolssance, and they hLave adopted a
thoughtless hablt of coming home past our
house. Briefly, from ¢ till 2 o'clock you would
have said that the earth was being shiverel to
matchwood and flne powder. Dut, alas! man
accustoms himself so quickly to all things, that
a bombardment to us, unless stones tinklo on
tho roof.48 now as an egg without salt

“The sald reconnolgaance I did not attend,
knowing exactly what it would be. I mounted
a hill, to get warm and to make sure, and it
was exactly what I knew it would be, Our
guns fired at the Boer guns till they were
sflent; and then the Boer dismounted men
flred atour dismounted men:then we came
home. We had one wounded, but they say
they Jdiscovered the Boer strength on Blue.
bank, outside Range Post, to be Sooor oo, [
doubt it it is as much: . t, in any case, I think
two men and a boy ¢ uld have found out all
that three batteries and three regiments did,
With a little dash, they could havetaken the
Boer gunson Bluebank ; but dash there was
not even a little of,

“Nov, 15~1 wake at 12:20 this morning, ap-
parently dreaming of shell flre,

“Fool, says I to myself, and turn over, when
~awlish-h! pop-p!—=by the piper, it i3 shell fire.
Thud—thul—-thud—ten or a dozen, I shonld
say, counting tha ones that woke me. What in
the name of gunvowder is it all about? Dut
there is no rifle fire that Ican hear, and no
more shells now: [ slecp again

“In the morning they asked the Director of
Military Intelligence what the shelling was;
he replied: "What sheliing” Nobody knew
what It was: and nobody knows yet, They
had a pretty fable that the Boers, in a
false alarm flred on cach other; if they
did, it was very lucky for them that the
shells all hit Ladysmith. My own notion is
that thay only did ft to annoy—in which they
fafled. They were reported In the morning, as
usual, searching for bodies with white flags;
but I think that Is their way of reconnoitring.
Exhausted with this effort, the Boars-heigho!

make no doubt that all this morning they were | =did nothing all day. Level downpour all the

feeling—feeling our thin lines all round for a
weak spot to break In by,

“They dit not find it, and they gave over;
but they wonld have coma had they thought
they could come safely, * * ¢

“Every ofllcer who showed got 4 round of
sghrapnel at him, Their riflemen would follow
on officer about all day with shots at 2,200
yards: the day before they had hit Major Grant
of the Intelligence, as he was sketching the
country. Tommy, on the other hand, could
swagger along the sky-line unmolested, No
doubt the Boers thought that exposed Carsar's
Camp lay witkin their hands,”

"Dt at the elose of the ighting not a point
had the Hoers gained. And then came 12
o'eloek, and, if the Boers had flxed the date of
the ith of November, so had we, We had it In

afternoon, and Ladysmith a lake of mud,

“Nov. 16—Five eivillans and two natives hit
by a shrapnel at the railway station; a rail-
way guard and a native died. Languid shelling
during morning.

“Nov. 17=During morning—lanquid sheli-
ing. Afternoon, raining—Ladysmith wallowse
ing deaper than ever,

“And that—heigh-h-ho!-makes a week of
ft. Relleve us, In Heaven's name, good couns
trymen, or we die of dulness."”

HOW THFE DOCIOR GOT THERE,

Not Always Easy for a Malne Physician to
Reach His Putients,
From ths Lewisto « Foening Journal,
The other day a country physician received

mind whose birthday it was, A trumpet-major

water bottles are not only a desirable thing | went forth, and presently, golden-tongued,

but an actual physical necessity.

*These are the factors which we did not oy
pect, and to which, as I think, 15 due tho
unlooked-for phase in our South Afrioan
operations, Until they are correeted, and un-
til the men who commit such oversights and

| rang out, ‘God bless the Prinee of Wales '

The
Gieneral up at Cove Redoubt led the cheers,
The satlors’ champagne, like theirshells, is be-
ing saved for Christmas, but there was no stint
of it to drink the Prince’s health withal, And

, then the Royal salute—bang on bang on bang— |
perpetrate such omissions are made to suffer |

twenty-oneshottai guns, as quick as the quick-

the penalties which in !l other professions | firer can fire, plump into the enemy,

attend failures, 8o long shall we have to pay |

@ heavy price in blood and treasure to achieve
our ends.”

It is no wonder that tha English peopln aro
depressed, as unloubtedly they are, though
determined and willing as ever to do and
spend anything to command ultimate success,
It seems almost astounding that the troops at
the front keep up their spirits as they do,
Take, tor example, this account of Christmas
Day in Frere Camp, ton days after the defeat
at Colenso and the loss of eleven guns,

""May we dress up, sir?” It was the childliko
sallora who asked the innocent question on
Christmas Day. ‘What do you want to «'ress
up as?’ asked the naval officer. 'Please, sir, as
Jdohn Bull and, if you don't mind, sir, as Presi-
dent Kroojer, sir; and might we 'ave a gun
curriage, sir?'  ‘What for? ‘'To take ‘em
round, sir.' The eloquent, smooth spokesman
bad said, and only the decislon remained to ba
taken. ‘Wall, if you wont insult the ald gentles
man,'sald the naval oMeer, meanine Mr. Kridger.

‘Very good, sir," said the bland and chuck!ing
sallors. The naval ofleer had said words which
were his bare duty, and had been Indulgent at
the samo time, ns was right and natural on
Chrlstmas Day ; and forthwith the igure of Mr.
Krilger was destined to the honest comments of
Jaek and Tommy. John Bull wore a red face and
Unlon Jack which covered a form of appro-
priate rotundity, and President ‘Kroojer' was
more elaborately and tenderly equipped with
@ beard of unravelled rope, a stove-pips hat
made out of a tin eylinder, u black coat, a

White fag. and a tattered umbrelle labelled

é

“That finished it. What with the guns and
the cheering, each Boar commando must have
thought the next was pounded to mincemeat.
| The rite-fire droppel.®

"Nov. 11.-Ugh! What a day! Duil, eold,

| dark nnd misty—the spit of un 11th of Novem-

ber ot home. Noteven a shell from Long Tom
to liven it,

L *Phe High streat looks doubly dead: only

(a sodden  orderly  plashes up its spread.

ng  emptiness on a sodden  horse.  The
ronds are Lk rien pudding  already,
| and the puths like treaclo Ugh!

“Ontside the hoteldrip the usual loafers with
| the usual fables, Yesterday, I hear, the Leices-
! ters enticed the enemy to parade across their
| front at 410 yards: each mao emptied his
| magazine, and the wmarter got in a round or
two of independent firing besides. Then they
wentout and connted the corpses—240, It is
certalnly triue s the nareator had it from a man
who was drinkir g a whiskey while a private of
the regiment, who was not there himself, but
had it from afriend, told the barman

“"Altogother, callating the varions authorities,
I make out the enemy's losa yesterday at 1,200
in killedd alone

* Nov, 12-Sundav and a fow rifle shots, but,
in the main, the usual ealn
obsenred by elouds nor streaked with shells. 1
note that the Sunday vopulation of Ladysmith,
unlike that of the eity of London, 1s double and
treble that of woeek days

*Long Tom chippel a corner off the ehurch
yesterday: to-day the Archdeacon preached a
sormon pointing out that weare the heavene

The sky is nefther |

in the far Brassna region and it was such a call
IM a  doctor cannot well refuse.  So he went
| to West Cove on Moosehead with a big cont and
[ wearing legging and shoe packs, as the low moc-
| casins are callad,

\ lumberman was there and this man had
made arrangements to carry the doctor up as far
| as West Outlet on a handear on the Canadian

Pacific Road.  They had to stop onece and un-
"1oad the hand ecar on to their backs in a gully

g0 thata freight train conld go past

Above West Outlet a certain portion of the
| lake surface was free of snow and the doctor and
the woodsman guide strapped on their skates
and started There were numerous “wrinkles,”

Luge bulging rifts in the ice where the moving

of the mighty surface had met and made ruin
| When they cama to one of these wrinkles the
woodsman went ahead and prodded and poked
until he found a place where they could cross

It is possible that more men have Leen drowned
in the waters of Moosehead by carelessness in
crossing wrinkles than by any other cause

By the time they got to the mouth of
River the doctor was obliged to own to his
sturdy companion that he was fafe tuckersd
The man had a Moose sled there in the bushes,
He had left it there when he had come out after
the doctor,  He pied the medicine man on with
his case. wrapped him in Blankets and set away
along the oty road I'here was no team out,
for there was much unevrtminty as to when  1he
doctor wonld be able to got along

When he -4-':1!\1 be walked. The rest of the
time he rode Fhe wugh Little man of the woods
seemed In no wise wearied e told the doctor
that 1L waa easy enough to make those kind of
|r|})_ﬂ when one was woughened to ot

n the camp was one of the bosses who had
been caught in a snub line and who had had
most of the Heshoon the calf of his leg rasped of!f
by the cruel cabie,

The doctor did what he could for the sutlerer
Before he finished his labors thers o mossenger
came from & camp ten miles above.  They had
| learned that a physician

they wanted hime Ten men wers down with

grip and colds and two had puenmonia So
the doctor went up to that camp,  There was
| nmhmf else o do. He says that if he had re-
fused he guesses they would have loaded him
on a sled willy nilly and  would have taken him
along. He came out alter six days in 1he woods.

Moose

a call to go from his place into a lumber camp |

! guard put over them

was in the section and |

B

IN CAMP WITH METHUEN.

UNSEEN FOE THAT LONG KEPT THE
BRITISH FROM KIMBERLEY,

Little Xnown of the Boers or Thelr Pur-
voses—KEflect of the Expedition to Sun-
nyside—Disaffection in the Colony-—HBoer
Scouting—-The Boers' Way of Fighting.
Movper RIVER CAMP, Jan. 5.~ Passing from

1509 to 1900 has been a change only in the calen

dar.  All other thinga here are the samo, and the

altered date means only that the great events of
the war are (o be chronicled under this year, for
they have yet to be decided. W hen the movement
toward achieving them will start on this side no
man knows, A month ago the Kimberley relief
column was here preparing itself for the advanco
on its objective,  We are still here, and in outer
appearance the camp I8 different only in being
populated by rather more men and guns and in

showing along its outer lines more signs of a

permanent address than 1t did in the fortnight be-

tween the battles here and at Magersfontein.

Probably there are to-day fawer Boers across our

advance route than there were on Dec. 11, but

their trenches are stretched over a few more miles
of veldt, and they have more big guns. Other-
wise they are inscrutable as ever

On our side daily history is a blank broken
oceasionally by little things that rouse dispropor-

tionate comment. The most notable so far has |

been the taking of Sunnyside laager on New
Year's Day. It deserves remembrance for three
reascns. It was the first blow, and a completed,
successful one, struck at the open hostility of
rebel coloniste who have been coming down in
considerable numbers cn the Boer side of the
fence since the British advances in Natal, in the
north of the colony, and Lere on the west, wers
all brought to a temporary standstill three weeks
ago.  Had the hestile population on the west of
Lord Methuen's command achisved even a trifling
success against a force sent to reduce them, the
Roer commandoes would have swarmed with re.
inforcements. It is certain that some hundreds
of Dutch sympathizers recruited from Douglas
are already with Cronje's army.  Their defeat at
Sunnyside is thus important as a deterrent. It
is cordially welcomed here, moreover, as a success
for the Australian volunteers, already the best-

liked of the colonial attached forces. That their !

mounted infantry should have mastersd veldt
tactics so effectually at the first essay is counted
a good omen for the future value of the colonia)
volunteers in the campaign.  Their success at
Sunnyside, where «ix Boers were killed and twelve
wounded, might have been treated more rationally
than by the news agency which displays informa,
tion for the troops and required fourteen pages
of telegraph forms forits narration- more space
than the same source has hitherto devoted to tha
greatest engagements of the campalgn.

Little news reaches here that would enable cna
tosee the whole situation in fair perspective.  That
itisless gloomy than some cabled comments assert
I am sure.  The Boers have, on the frontier at
least, dine nothing to show that they can con-
duct systematle aggressive operations for any
lrngth of time. T am told that hitherto the indi-
vidual Hoer has had a free hand when once it is
decided to defend a position. He picks his shel
ter, seeg that he has a practicable way out, and
shoots Al his life the man  has probably been
used to this untrammelled manoeuvring, and any
disctplinary restraint would probably tmpair his
fighting effectiveness.  But it is obvious that this
wholesale individuality must be repressed if a
General 1s to embark on a campaign of congquest,
And it eannot be insisted too strongly that Lord
Methuen's column is engaged already on a cam-
paign of conquest,  We are on British territory,
but it is a forcign country all the same. The
Germans across the Meuse could not have mot
more sullen hostility from the peasants of France
in 1570 than the British troops have enconnterad
from the sparse, but watchful, sinister, maobila
population of this Hritish colony since the First
Division laft Orange River. It Is already the in-
vasion of the enemy's country, with the double
disadvantage that the actual enemy on the Spyt-
fontein kopjes has so far nothing to lose.  Iis
property is yet intact.  Perbaps that is the key
to their obdurate inch-by-inch resistance as they
fall back to their own frontier

Mopner Rivenr, CaMmp, Jan. 12 - Just a
month ago Lord Methuen's force  returned here
from Magersfontein.  The battle of Dec. 11 had

demonstrated that more men were necded if the
Boers were 1o be dislodged from their strongholds
between here and RimbYerley,  In the mouth that
has clapsed there bas been no consideratle addi
tion to the division. Another field bVattery has
arrived. A second 4.7 naval gun is posted a mile
to the right of its companion facing the kopjes,
and near it are two naval 12-pounders, also fresh
arrivals,  Another howitzer battery arrived yos-
terday.  But otherwise the composition of the
diviston has not altered during the month,  The
Guards, the Ninth and the Highland brigades
still constitute the infantry arm.  The gaps from
killed and wounded are flling wp with the almost
daily arnival of fresh details. The Ninth and
Twelfth Lancers are still all the regular cavalry,
though the Scots Grays are expected almost
immediately.  So far, then, the division remains
numerically almost unaltered,

There is something, however, in its attitude
and disposition that suggests defensive rather
than aggressive operations.  The camp, for one
thing, 18 now fortifled on all sides.  The outposts
are strengthened, the reserve pickets increased
threefold.  There is the daily, and latterly some-
times nightly, firing of the big guns telling the
Boers that we are active. The enemy, o, are
less sparing of artillery ammunition than they
were, and consequently they have spread them-
selves over a larger portlon sinee they were last
attacked. V.. (her they are in greater numbers
is not clear, for they are extracrdinarily mobile,
Prolably long lines of their trenches are utocey-
pied for days, but their standing, that of mounted
infantry, enables them to get to any point of de-
fence before it can be attacked by a heavy attacking
force.  And thefr scouting, though almost invisi-
Ple, is most vigllant.  Yesterdar moming just
after dawn one of their parties was seen about
o thousand yards out from our third picket on the
extreme left front of this position, which is the
weakest in natural defences of any around the
camp.  This Doer outpost numbered eight mounted
men spread over about two hundred yards, It
was astonishing to see how quickly and how sue-
cessfully they made use of every dip and fold in
the streteh of veldt to conceal themselves as they
ambled slowly along. Dy broad davlight, at
half-past 4, they and their lean wiry ponies had
vanished back to their own lines

A stray Raflir escapes pretty frequently from
the Boer lines into ours,  He is generally stary.
ing, or says he is.  One advaneced o our pickets
the other moming waving a white flag the size
of a dirty table cloth,  Two men with their rifles
went out to meet him As they approached he
increased hisemblems of peace by waving excitedly
in the other hand a partly white handkerchief
They brought him back to the picket, he shouting
“God Save the Queen” all the while, The officers
remitted him to the Provost Marshal for inquiries
and gave him a loaf of bread to eat on the way
The Raffir was so eager to show at once that he
was willing to do what was expected of him that
he seriously choked on the bread on trving to
getrid of itin the donor's presence.  These Raflirs
are mostly turned down to work on the railway
below De Aar, the Limit of martial law. The
trustworthiness of the native laborers here is
questioned by several who say that notwithstand
ing the more drastic rules thev ean still commu
nicate with the Boers,  Some officers advise that
they should be hobbled at night like mules and a
In every little party of spies
or suspects taken there I8 at least one pative
Some arrests of white men were made this week

[ ot the morning market which is held near one

of the pickets. They had been overhear] ex
changing news and opinions in Duteh, ot
these incidents, tritting enough in all likelihood,
are only moagnified into consequencs We sup
pose that itis on instructions that we are “witting
tght” here, taking the minimum of risk while
doing what damage s possible without leaving
onr position

The troops have taken to what sport and exer
cise they can find. In the hour before sinset
when it I8 twlerably cool, inter-regimental teams
play to crowded and enthusiastic crowds of their
comrades.  The river, narrow, not deep, and
slimy under foot though it is, has always its
hundreds of bethers. A good many men have

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 18, 1900.

! the stors,

| Aquarium have been fed
[

r:anufactured primitive fishing rods and display
great patience along the reaches above where
bathing is allowed. They catch a few hideous-
looking things, sometimes weighing twelve
pounds or more, black and tough about the head,
which Is bigger and wider than any other part
of them, and is slit by a mouth like a ragged
sack, It is not known how they taste, as few
have the courage to eat them,

NEW 10 THE GROCER,

A Swindle With a Ten-dollar Bill Practised
by n Fluent Young Man,

The grocer sat on a high stool, his elbows on
the counter and his face buried in his bands,
The Brooklyn man came in to get a quarter's
worth of eggs.

“Hello,"” he said, "what's the matter now ™

“I'm thinking " said the grocer, “that the man
who said that all the fools are not dead knew pre
cisely what he was talking about.”

“How could you think otherwise” remarked
the Brooklyn man, with true Drooklyn Lumor,
“with all the customers you have”"

“"Hold on,” said the grocer, “this is no joke
Let me tell you about it. A little while ago 1
was sitting here doing nothing in particular,
when in rushed a very pleasant looking young

n

man.  He bad a lot of bills in Lis hand, and
he wanted to know it 1 could let him
have a ten dollar bill for small bills.  He said

that he wanted to send 810 away in a letter, and
didn'tlike to put small bills in an envelops,  Well,
I'm a pretty good natured sort of a man and [
told him that I would be very glad to oblige him.
So, while T wént into the deawer to get the bill,
he counted out $10 so that I could h ear him, and
then fished out an envelope into which he placed

the bill that 1 gave him.  Then he started ont of
He didn 't seem in & great hurry, and
80 when, in counting over the money that he had
rlvun me, I found that there was only 89 1 didn't
have any suspicions of intentional wrong-doing
on his part, but credited the matter to a very natu-
ral mistake

“Well, I called him back, and he was very apolo-
getic; said it was a curious mistake for him, and
a few other things that I don t remember. Asa
matter of fact he talked so fast and so smoothly
that half of what he said escaped me in my ad-
miration for his cratorical powers.  While he was
talking he was fishing around in his pockets
for an odd dollar. Apparently he couldn't find
one, for he finally said

“Well, I guess 1I'll have to give you your hill
back until I can get that other dollar.’  Then
he looked at the envelope in his hand and con-
tinued: ‘Gee'that stoobad.  1'vegoneand sealed
that envelope up and it's addressed and stamped
and your ten-dollar bill is inside. T tell you
what we might do, though, he went on, after
a moment's thought. “You give me my nine
small bills, and I'll go out nn«rm-l the other bill
In the mean time you hold on tothis envelope
aud when I come back I'll give you the entire $10,
and wa won't have to open up my letter at all.

“Well, 1 swear | n-u‘dn'l see any harm in this
arrangement, and 1 said ‘yes,' withoutamoment's
hesitation.  What makes me so darn mad now
is that I wasexcessively polite totheduck, Why,
I fairly bowed him out of the store, and after he
had gone I carefully placed the envelope in my
cash drawer and locked 1t up. Then 1 waited for
fully ha!fan hourfor theyoung man tocome back
and when he failed to show up I took the envelope
out and ripped it apen, not with any ideain my
head that anything was wrong, but simply be-
cause | was impatient with the man for being so
inconsiderate alter I had done him a favor. Well,
thers was a neatly folded piece of paper in the
envelope and on 1t was written in a neat hand:
‘I'll be back when the rohins nest again.'

“Say. even then it was a full minute before the
truth dawned on me.  When it did hit me itcame
likea tonof brick,  ‘Oh, yon gosh durned fool
murniured, and then T eame around on this stool
and sat down to think 1 was still thinking
when youn came in, and 111 start in again when
yougo out”

“Upin Reubenville where I lived before I came to
Brooklyn.” said the Brooklyn man, “we used to
call that im flam.”

"Oh, youdid, eh,” said the grocer, “well, Tdon't
know whatthey callitin Brook!yn, butit'sa good
game and when | go broke in the grocery busi-
ness I m going to tey it on some guy myself "
and the grocer went back to his thoughts, while
his friend walked out,

AS A4 BOY,

MOY KIE

A Chivese Talks of His Childhood in the
Old Country.
From the Indianapolis News,

“When I was a boy.” said Moy Kee, tea mer-
chant, laundryman and interpreter, at 216 North
Delafare street, “I went to school in my native
village of Shin King, eighty seven miles from
Pekin.  Twas7 yearsold when I started to school
and, of course, the teacher was a man. Now
there are women teaching in China, Chinese
women, but that isa new thing.  Wesat on stools
with desks before us and studied aloud. At 10
vears old I eould write very well, and had to learn
every word of a long lesson by heart.  Theteacher
had a stick, and sometimes, but not often,
he would pumsh a boy, either by striking him
on the hand or on the seat of his trousers,

“Thers are no bad boys in China as there are
here in this countey The boys are respectful
and polite to all who are older than themselves,
and while they have their plays and their fun
they donot think it fun to hurt any one

“You have seen bovs place a package on the
sidewnlk and when a person stoops to pick it up
yvou have seen that package (for thees 18 o string
ted to it and a boy atthe other end of the string)
move away under a crack in the fence That 1s
an old trick in China

“The boys here in America do not know what
long school hours are. 1 wont to sehool early in
themorning before the hipdshogan to sing. After
that we went to breakfast and then to dinner and
in the evening 1o supper.  Those were long, long

P days, the boys hers wonld say, but we Chinese

boys did not say anything about it We yust sat
on our stools and sung out our lessons all at the
same time as loud as we conld

“Nacation came along in the harvest time when
the rice was gathered Then we playved at flving
kites.  We did not, as bovs do here, fly Kites any
time. No, thers was a season forit, and we flew
them at noother times  The bovs in China walk
on stilts justas bovsdohers and play at blindfold,
hide and seek and leap frog, but all in a ditferent
¢ from here

“We had great sport fighting bestles,. We
would fud these in the felds and train them to
fight and we wonld Iay wagers on which wonld
win justas youdohereon prizefighters

" netchborhiood In China can atford 10 have
a bad boy inae Suppose a Chinese New Year,
when we are all shooting fire crackers, some
would shioot a revolver ‘There would be wreat
trouble. Not only would the one who shot the
revolver be punished, but lis relatives and neigh
Lors and the magistrate o0 the distriet would be
punishied o reprimati , becanse in Ching such
thines must not happen A stroneer could walk
through my village day or ught with no one to
hurt him He would be safe all the time. 1t s
not so in this country

“We had great sport in shooting at sparrows
with bow and arrow, and nobody ever shot at
orsons, as some hoys do Lere with arguns
The boys in China lsugh a great deal, and laugh
vory loud sometimes, but they  have plenty of
sport without hurting any one

“When I was 9 years old my mother died and
my father gave me a4 stepmother. When [ was
12 years old my uncle, a tea merchant in San
Franciseo, brought me to this eountry.  ‘I'wenty
eight years aro (I am now 33 vears old) 1 wont
bark 1o China and got a wife. My father and my
s;pmv-llwr found a wife for me. I did not know
her T did not see her until we were married,
but she is a4 good wife and eame to Amerien with
me  Sheistheonly Chinawoman in Indianapolis,
and I think the only one inIndiana 1 have boen
back to China eightees times, but I am a natural
ized American eitizen, and vote at elections ™

ne

HIRBOR

AQUARIUM'S IA LS,

Fver Playful and by No Means Lacking In
Intelligence,

I.ately the ever playful harbor seals at the

partly on smelts and

partly on eut up strips of codflsh,  Their fo0d

is varied from time to time aceording to the market |
supply of frosh fish, and according to the require
|

Just now they are
seals don't like

ments of the seals themselves,
getting some smelts, which the
as well as they do ecodfish.  The food they don't
like is always fed to them first, else they might
not eat that at all, but they let it alone as long as
they can without running the risk of getting
nothing  Thus the other day when smelts were
dealt out to them the seals dawdled over them,
and, so to speak, all but turned up their noses, ag
though  they were not hungry, It seemed as
though it might be necessary to let them have
their way and give them other food entirely.  But
presently, when they discoversd, and had realized
as indeed they quickly did, that it wus smelts

first or nothing,  they nipped them up promptly
it as they were tossed in Fhiey nughit profer
amething else, but there was no doubt about

their appetites

And the harbor seals’ antelligence, as well as
their playfulness, Is something remarkable, [t js
a common thing for two of the saals to sefze the
same plece of Ash and tag on it ull they pull

apart or one pulls the whole away from the other
I he cther day when they wers eating smelts, the
smallest f the thew seals happened 1o se1z0 5
sirelt b the tadl, getting about a quarter of the
tittle fish o s mouth  Nellie, the higgest of the
these soals, nnd the one that had been Lngest
the Aquarium, teivd t take this smelt away from

the little one, but the latter was quick; itswung

| its head away, along Nellie's side, with the smelt

still in its mouth and apparently safe, but as it
came that way Nellie struck it off with her flipper
close to the little seal's nose and then swung her
Lead round it and nipped itup and ate it

BRER RABDBIT.

A Negro Tradition of How His Upper Lip
Came to Be Cleft.

Scientifically, there is a distinction between
rabbits and hares, although both beloug to the
genus Lapus. Tothelay mind they are much the
same. Both are grass-eaters, afraid of their own
shadows, with short tails, very soft fur, and deeply
cleft upper lips.

This 18 how the negroes account for the clett:
In the beginning, they say, the Lord made the
rabbit among the first things created, and set him
to watch other things as they were made.  After
awhile he formed the moon, gilded it beautifully,
and set it up beside a tree todry.  The rabbit had
charge of it, but fell nodding, and let Hrer Fox
slip in and began to lick off the gold,  This an-
gered the Deity, who flung a stick at the sleepy-
head with such force that it buried itself in his
upper lip. Then by way of punishment it was
ordained that the mark should descend throngh
all the rabbit generations. The dark places on
the moon, of course, are the marks of Brer Fox's
tongue.

Feeble as they are, rabbita constitute a menace
to things ever so much more powerful, even to
man himself, through their faculty of growing
and spreading  Tlat has been demonstrated
over and over, by the rabbit plague of Australia.
Kverybody has heard how a homesick eolonial
turned loose o few palrs in a rabbitless land, and
how within a few years the pairs had multiplied
until they devoured every green thing in the
neighborhod, and seriously threatened the rais-
ing of sheep. The plague 18 not yet wholly abated,
although the Government and the flock masters
together have spent a good many million dollars.
Trapping, shooting, poisoning, even the establish-
ment of canning factories, have only sufficed to
keep the rabbits moderately in check.

“Timid Wat," as English folk call him, is a
voracious feeder. e grazes closer even than a
sheep, and, like the sheep, delights to season his
grasses with tender bark and buds. Curiously
enough, when forage is most plenty, from April
1o Octoper, he is leanest and lankest, unfit for
eating it full grown, but deliciously toothsome if
voung. The minute frost falls he begius to fat-

ten.  Three nights of it put him in prime condi-
tion, He seldom fecds then save at night. In-
deed, that 18 his favorite feeding time. From

March to mid-May he prefers the earliest morning
in which o ravage gardens _

All winter long he keeps fat and saucy, nibbling
buds and bark, and searching the desolate corn-
flelds for overlooked nubbins, or grazing off the
tenderest stalks of springing winter wheat.  He
haunts orchards, too, notonly for seattered apples,
but tonip low -hanging boughs, and to girdle young
1rees ('nchm-k.-\ Le mﬁ quickly and surely
destroy a whole newly set orchard. — Indeed, until
the bark becomes hard he is o constant danger.

He is even a greater pest to the garden acly
peas, beets, potato slips, he devours in a night,
unless, indeed, the k‘nrh'-n»r has been wise enough
to try homeopathic prevention.  That is to say,
unlesas his peasand beets peeped above ground
he killed a rabbit, tore it to pleces in a tubof water
then trailed a swab wet in the lquid all arounc
the plot.  Timid Wat has evidently a mighty keen
nose,  He will not pass the barrier until there
falls a hard rain.  Then, of course, it neads to be
renewed,  Similarly orchards are prowcted by
running the trunks two feet up with a piece of
fresh rabbit skin

Rabbit mothers pluck a soft down from their
awn breasts o line the earthen burrows in which
they rear their young There are four or six of
these in a littter andd from six to etght litters a
vear. Like kittens the young rabbits are blind
at birth, but inside of a week they get use of eyes
and limbs, and in a fortnight are frisking about,
seeing hfe on their awn account.  They begin
1o graze as soon as they leave the nest, which s
nearly alwavs exposed, and but a few inches
underground

Snowfall develops in Brer Rabbit a curious
weather instinet. If he hops about, browsing
and frisking, you may be sure there will come
but a very few inches of snow; if he erouches
snugly in a grass tuft, then look out for at least
a foot. As he erouches, he moves gently back
and forth, now a little on this side, now on that,
Thus he shapes for himself a snow chamber a
little bigger than his own body. By and by the
deepening stiow arches it over, but his warm
breath melts a tiny hole in the roof, thus pre
venting sutfoeation.  Sometimes it is two dayvs
before the furry occupant leaves this refuge
By that time the snow is commonly erusted over
hard encugh to bear his weight

When snow lies thus, rabbit hunters look elose
for the breathing hales  Onee found there are
two ways onen One, the pot hunter's, is to fall
flat upon the hole, and grab Brer Rabbit as he
bursts u‘» through the snow, swing him thrice
around above the head, then knock out his hrains,
The other, the sportman’s, is to rout out the cot
ton tail, but give him a chanee for his life, nevep
slipping a dog in chase until he has o fair thirty
yards start. HBoth methods are practised so sue
cessfully every snowy winter it is aslothful faries
house indeed anywhere in the rabbit eountil
which does not have rabbits by the dozen to brom
or stew or smother

STRANGE

EATING

Sweetening as an Adjunet
to Coffee,

“Talk about strange cating customs in strang»
lands,” said Promoter Pimley,
can pick up as many uncanny table habits be-
tween here and the Mississippi River as you can
find in China and the Malay Archipelago put to-
gether. When 1 s=ay that I'm not thinking of
naked, grasshoppereating Digger Indians, if
there are any Diger Indians east of the Mississippi,
but «of respectable, Ged fearing participants in
what's called cur gloricus American civilizaticn

“Last month, for instanee, 1 had a deal on that
took me 1o scuthern Tennessee to leok at some
land, and Mrs Pimley went with me for the salie
of the trip.  The man who owned the land turned
out to be a woman, a widow, who, besides the
2,000 acres 1 was locking at, was reputed to
oo some 30,000 more and to be  worth
in the neighborhood of threa-quarter of a million
dollars.  But she wasn't a proud woman. We
stopped at her house the first night we wers in
the town. It was a twostory  farmhouse that
hadn't been painted for a hundread years. and
what furniture there was in it had come over at
some pericd between the Mayflower and the Santa
Mana and wasn't worth transportation
that, We reme
faces and hands with the aid of a tin basin and
soft scap out behind the honse, but we didn't stop
to find fault with cur tollet accommodations with
suvper ahead of us. We hadn't seen a dining

car since break tast and were as hungry as wolves

“The widow had evidently Iaid hersell out on
that supper  She'd got some fresh hoef, which
we knew was a rarity in those parts. Tt
steak and she'd fried it
steak”  Don't

CUSTOMS.

Long and Short

18

Did you ever taste fricd
And there were saleratus biscuit

{ as big as grape frunt and as yollow, and bl

potatoes and a plate in the middle of the
containing what we decided was cake

tahle

the eight children at the table
however, that was curdownfall

“'Miss Pimley. d'you take long or short sweeten
ing in your ectfoe™ cur hostess inquired as she
was about to il my wife's cup

“Now, two marked characteristics of  Mrs
Pimley are a disinclination to ttaunt her ignoranece
and a fondness for plenty of sugar in her cotfoe
She considered for a moment and said

"Long sweetening, il you please,” as though
she'd been accustomed to the expression from
her earliost youth

“Our hostess took down a sticky leoking juge from
an adioining shelf and pour-d a quantity of  very
black molasses into the steaming cup. There
were several flies in the nyv lasses and two or three
other insects whose identity could not be deter
mined, and when they rose to the surface she
carefully skimmed them off with a spoon.

"I didn't wait to b asked I Tlong sweeten
ing' meant melassos short sweetenin' might
mean plain sugar. of it might mean no sweeteninge
at all. I leoked at Mrs f'nnh-v who was giving
a correct imitation of Lot's wife,  Perhaps also
she was walting for more Insects to come up

“'Short sweetening for me, of you'll be so kind,'
I #ald. smiling delightedly

"Our complaisant hostess rese frem the tahle
and set the molasses jug back ¢n the shelf Then
she tcok down o large cake of maple sugar, hit
oft A lump and dropped 1t in my cup of coffoe

“Somehow both Mes Pimley and myself on
tirely forget our eoffor untl 1t was too eald 1o
drink; and we declined to think of putting cur
hostess 1o the tronble of refilling cur cups And
for breakfast we drank milk  And during the
rest of our short stay in Tonnesses we stuck to
a diet of frash eggs at the local howl ™

It was the cotlee,

YALE'S FAYERWEATHER DORMITORY,

Plans to Make Use of the M300,000 Legacy |

Recelved by the T niversity,
NEw Haves Feb 17 Plans for the new Fayer-
weather dormitory at Yale Lave been made pub
lic. The new dormitory will Le on Elm strect
opposite the Oval from White Hall and will Le an
almost exact counterpart of White Hall, Yeing
built of rd brick with terra cotta trimmings
The building will e completad in time for oecu
Q"“' ¥ in the fall of 1801 and upon the completion
North ( ollege and Lyceum will Te torn down
The Payerweather dormitory is to te built from
the funds of the Fayerweathior legacy to Yale,
am o unting to 8300, 000
I anticipation for the Greater Yale, a lot was
purchased on  Wall street from George R,
Cooley. The lot has a frontage on Wall street
and its purchase was in line with the p:»l:q~ of
T

Yale to buy 1 J
w'.'fnuul.ﬁ.u the land in that block. The
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M'CARTNEY IN POLITICS.

P
THE LATE COMMISSIONER'S sThRUGS
GLES WI11H CROKER.

——
Both Were Leaders In the Old Twentyw
first Ward — McCartney Repr@ented I,
0. Thompson and Croker Was Johy
Kelly's Deputy—~A Memorable Electionp
The Twenty first ward of New York clty @
bounded on the south by Twenty slain siree§
on the north by Fortieth, on the west by Sixila
avenue and on the east by the Fast River. Foy
practical purposes, however, the Twenty-fi
ward among politiclans and statesmen exten
from Twenty-sixth to Fortieth street and fro
Lexington avenue to the East Hiver, and it
today, as It was a quarter of a century ogo, @
part of town which has withstood most of the
material ¢hanges that have transformed otheg
parts.  1tis, essentially, a districtof old lnuhlnnfm
unaltered and well rented tenement Louses’ wi
a fow factorics interspersed, having nearly mide
way on ts eastern boundary the Thirty lnu::
street forry 1o Long Island City and, at the extre
southeastern corner, Bellevue Hospital and thg
adjacent public institutions.

The ward is a strong Democratie district, an
long kaown as the starting peint of many notabld
politicians, the home, when in political control
of John Kelly, Chester A, Anthur and Hubert O
Thompson, at an early period the political nhl:‘
ing place of James O Brien and Rickard B, Co
nolly, and later the “Lome distriet” of Riclard
Croker, the present leader of Tammany Hall)
In the political upheaval of 1872, occuriing at
time when Mr. Croker was a local Alderman, ¢
or three prominent “oarsmen” were wafted in
places of political prominence, one of these bein
Bernard Biglin, Republican, and the other Jam
McCortney, Democrat, the recent Commissione
of Street Cleaning. Mr. Biglin's career as a
oarsman began with the crew of which he and h
brether John were the organizers and  leadin
spiiits, and in which were five of the Diglin brot
ers. They obtained a wide reputation and werd
virtually the champlons of the United States du:
ing a long period, being victorious in numerot
contests on the lakes and rivers in varions rnr\s
of the country,  The success of Mr. Biglin, wh
became « member of Assembly and  aftorward
Republican leader in the district, led to the promp
coming forward of other local carsmen, Jam
McCartney among them, Lis first vote being ca
in the election of 1872, when the struggle for Dem
cratic supremacy in the eounty of New York wad
being carried on by two Twenty first ward leade
ers, one, James O'Brien, the nominee for .\ln.\'ﬂv)
and the other, John Kelly, newly installed leades
of Tammany Hall.

As a result of the contest between the (woy
bt not the result which either one sought of
intended, o Republican Mayor was chosen, and
the minor antagonisms of ward polities in the
Twenty first among Democrats were accentuated
to the extent of becoming permanent.  MeCarte
ney joined the Trmmany Hall organization, ae
the other loeal onrsman, Riglin, had joind the
Republican crganization, but when a J veard
later Hubert O Thomp=n  bhecame & secedeg
from Tammany Hall, MeCartney, who held a$
that time a placs in the Department of Publi@
Works, became ane of the members of the County

Democracy, among his associates on the eoms
mittee from the district at that pericd being Allery
Campbell, afterwarnd  City Comptreoller, J. M,
Fitzsimons, now one of the Judeges of the City
Court, R bert Hall, Joseph Gordon, Gen. Thomae
F. Bourke, and Hugh F. Farrell, afterwards
member of the Bosrd of  Aldermen. Richard
Croker was nt that time the leader of T'ammany
Hallin the Twenty first ward then the Eighteenth
Assembly district and Hubert O, Thompson
was his leading opponent for local mastery,
MctCartney being his first ieutenant

When Mr Thompeon beeame Commissioner
of Public Works, he appointed Mr MeCariney
Superintendent of that bureau of the Water dae
partment which had eontrol of the supply of wateg
to ships an important post, the salary of which
war 82 400, During the grentor part of the ten yearg
preceding the summer of 1856 when Mr Thompd
son died suddenly on July 26, 1586, at the Wort
House, Broocdwey and  Twenty fifth  street
the contest for control fn eity politics, =0 far ag
the Demoeratic malority was eoncerned In it
wrs carried on hetween two  Twenty first war
leaders, Mr Kelly and Mr Thompson with theig
local representatives fichting for control in tha
“home district,” Mr Croker for Kelly and Mr.
MeCartney for Thompson The enduring bit
ferness of the strife came very near culminatin
in 1883 when Croker failed to get an appoints
ment as Fire Commissiorer from a Mayor electe
by Tammany, and, chollerged to secure an ens
dorsement in his cwn dictriet, ron for Alderman
as the Tammany candidate, opposed by Rober$
Hall as the County Iwm cracy nominee. The
fight was one of the oleest apd mest exeiting
known even to Twenty first ward peolitics, and the
brunt of the County Democrney part of it des
volved upon Mr MeCartpey, the eampaign no§
closing untl thers hod been one shootine affray,
the ageressor in which, ¢ Tammany Hall polices
man Al duty, was afterward  sent to Sing Sing

The fight meant, and was accepted as means

i by the politicay frivids of Mr. Croker at tha
time, eithor his relinhilitation in polities or  hi
summery rotiement, and the efforte of Thompe
son, MeCarooy wnd Hall againe<t him were care
ried on s visoronsdy that in the immedinte voting

precinet < f which MeCartney had control a elinres
of intcferencs with Jhe electors was  profereed
agninst My cCartney and he was taken undog
arre t to e Thirty fifth street Police station,
as Mr Croker had been nine yoars before, as th
result of a factional disturbanee, the memory ,
which is still o theme of conversation amng
veteran residents of that peichborhoond.  Note
withstanding the eifforts sgainst him, Mr, Cr S
won out, receiving 3,491 votes agninst 3,195 fog
his County Democracy opponent, and soon thore
after he was made o Fire Commissioner, o plae
which he left only when he become Cliambeps
lain and the leader of Tammany Hall in the eity,
Mr. McCartney continued to hold his place
in the Department of Patlic Werks until Tamd
many's control Feeame supreme. and then hd
became ddentified with the ) usiness  affairs of
William R Grace, whom he had succossiulle
supported in the municipal eloction of 1854, and
tehalf he made o 1T usivess trip to 1he
of Mexteo. On his return he moved

Republi

[ away from the Twenty first ward as his old ope

ponent, Mr. Croker, had done (John Kelly died
in June, 1856, the month Pefore Thempson) and
'“'"'”'"l M what was then known as the annexed
dstrict, otherwise the Twoenty fourth ward. There

and untimately us lender under the e ntrol of
dohn Co Shechan under whose  mavagemen
the effort, which was suceessful, o dislodge Count
Clerk Purroy was undertakon
Purroy was defonted the primaries in the
Thirty-fifth district and McCartney lecame hig
Suceessor, and it was o surprise to New York
ity politicians at the Yegimning of Mavor \en
Wyek's torm in January, 1598, that one of the
frst appointments mado 'y him on the first day
of that year was that of Mr. MeCartn ey as Strecg
Cleaning Commissioner at the particilar rec me
mendation and ansistence of his old adversury
in Iﬂu- Fwenty fiest war b, Mr. Croker
LIS perhaps rather peculiar eireumst

as indicative of the e 'l||l|: relations “Inr-‘h 4'-’{]1':;
nents in faction it
in New York ity that at the time of x).v-:‘rll'n'l.l-‘,l.l.;:
antagonism, Croker nnd MeCartney lived not wnly
In the same street but on the same Flock and
few foet distant from cach othor, roker's resis
dence was at 242 Fast Thiriy-second and Mge
Lartney’s residence was 224 East Thiry-second

street, alittle nearor Thied avenue. 11 is pepe
h""T another curionus feature of local political
conditions that althoigzh Mr. MeCartney was at
all times a strict gl occusionally  somew has
SUIFenUOus “oreanization man,” insisting on the
supreme ampartanes  of ratronage and ph ny
of 1L opposing with groat vigor and heartiness

the suggestions and notions of refe rmers, when
appointed o his figst executive off co that of Street
lllvumm: Commiseioner in 1898, he lecame ne
different o “organization  claims” demandin
that a majority of the appoiniees of his predece
sor, Col Waring, shoulil Ye retained in office,
'r':fll\llll! o make changes at the request of tho'
lnm‘n:m\' Hall district loaders, and incurrin
thereby the hostility of the memlors of the -.“umﬂ
{au._\n o a0 extent that they were precluded on)
! ¥ knowledge of his procarious e ndition of healt
fom uniung tn the demand for his removal by
the Mavor, the Commissicner of Street ¢ leaning
heing the only head of city departments who,
prior to the adoption of the present charter WAJ
e ':\ al at the Mavor's pleasure
Among politicians a pocyline fatality is hoe
lieved o envel, Prothe poat of Stroet II-’-'H
Commissionser.  While in «fies he i« olm ‘1
:'l:}:r.\:mu‘ i'h- lnnzl~( for abuse or criticism, as
ase ma oarud at the expy n lils ¢
he s usually deemed dwu‘«‘ll n'. d“.' rl im\‘ ‘ ¢rﬂ
pilitical  offies ¢ Ircumstatces  attending e
MMeCarte afte {
longed ilness reculting, in part nl)lv-.wll rnl‘hplrn:
Lioved, from the vexations duties of his post, werg
far loss pathety than those atu nding l‘w"‘lll’l'h
~ :
Havana, but they sustain the view of I:[:m\"!“: n.l'
politicians that the post f Street Claning Come
missioner s ane which in most eases oW mld
be better o decline than nceept Of the old cos
{ Twenty fiest W opdir the "oarsman'g
darted into activity,
Biglin has praeticall
l!.’m trucks
O plece 1inon
‘.Ihnm!, and mz
retired feom polities
Erow up with the countey.  The
ward s o Tammany  stronghold
o the moet active of the f rmeg
now menithors of the
now the Twentieth
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